DRAFT
The Honorable Julius Genachowski

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

I write to you regarding the Commission’s plans to reform the Universal Service Fund (USF) High-Cost program and the intercarrier compensation (ICC) system.  I am concerned about the direction the Commission is taking in the reform proposals contained in the recent Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM).  I request that you strongly consider the proposals put forward by the Rural Associations (OPASTCO, WTA, NTCA and NECA) in response to the Commission’s NPRM.   
While I strongly support your effort to achieve broadband availability throughout our Nation, this cannot be the only goal of USF and ICC reform.  As you know, the Telecommunications Act of 1996 requires that consumers in rural areas have access to advanced services and rates that are reasonably comparable to those available in urban areas.  This means that USF and ICC reform must enable small, rural carriers to sustain and improve upon affordable broadband where it already exists in addition to encouraging deployment to unserved customers.  By adopting a rural carrier-specific high-cost USF component, as outlined by the Rural Associations, it would help to stimulate fragile rural economies while also promoting broadband adoption, goals I know we both share.    
I believe it is time for the Commission to reform the USF and ICC system to reflect the modern broadband world in which we live.   With regards to broadband service and affordability, rural America cannot be left behind.  I look forward to working with you to implement sustainable, sufficient, and predictable support systems for rural broadband providers.

Sincerely,

