Congress of the United Stafes

Thaghington, ME 20515

May 28, 2010

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

Thank you for recently submitting to Congress Connecting America: The National
Broadband Plan. We are writing to express our concern about the negative impact the
National Broadband Plar (NBP) would have on rural areas, and the people living in these
areas, if it were implemented as proposed by the staff of the Federal Communications
Commission.

In 2009, Congress mandated a plan that included “a detailed strategy for achieving
affordability and maximizing use of broadband to advance consumer welfare, civic
participation, public safety and homeland security, community development, health care
delivery, energy independence, education, employee training, private sector investment,
entrepreneurial activity, job creation and economic growth, and other national purposes.” -
Our concern is the NBP sets the United States on a course toward a greater digital divide
between urban and rural areas by proposing 4 megabits per second (Mbps) as the goal for
rural regions while boasting about the benefits of 100 Mbps for more densely populated
areas. Establishing such a low threshold (4 Mbps) for rural residents and businesses is
not enough broadband capacity for the next several years, let alone the future demands of
commerce, health care, education, energy and public safety.

Over the last three decades, small independent communications carriers have invested in
networks in rural areas based on a relatively predictable regulatory structure and support
provided by the Universal Service Fund, both of which have led to success in the
deployment of voice and broadband service throughout much of the rural areas they
serve. As proposed, the NBP abandons this successful policy approach endangering our
national statutory goal of affordable and comparable communications service for all
consumers, including those living in rural and insular areas,

Our grave concern is that implementing the NBP as recommended will not provide all
Americans with adequate broadband service because it puts at risk the regulatory
structure and support that rural communications providers need to maintain and expand
their networks. The plan as written will lead to job loss, less investment in rural areas, a
further erosion of state and local economies, and the deterioration of communications
services for our constituents. The economic future of our nation is riding on the
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development of a robust communications network for all citizens. Thus, we request that
you seriously consider these concerns and that you fake the appropriate steps to modify
the plan’s recommendations to ensure all Americans play a role in, and benefit from, the
global communications leadership Congress envisioned this plan evoking,

Sincerely,

Leonard Boswell
Member of Congress
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