
 
 
Dear OPASTCO Member: 
 
The National Broadband Plan is beginning to emerge and is being unveiled in a number 
of briefings and meetings by the FCC.  On Thursday, March 4th, the FCC gave a briefing 
on the USF recommendations in the plan to a select group in Congress.  (see attached 
FCC summary)  On Friday, March 5th, the OPASTCO staff was briefed by the FCC’s 
Broadband Team. (see attached OPASTCO summary)  In addition, on Friday the FCC 
briefed various other associations and conducted a press conference with the media.  
Only Congress received a written summary.  The rest of us received oral briefings, and 
consequently, the many existing summaries will differ somewhat. 
 
Today, the OPASTCO staff attended the FCC/Knight Foundation America’s Digital 
Inclusion Summit where FCC Chairman Genachowski and other FCC commissioners, 
along with Congressmen Lee Terry, Edward Markey, Doris O. Matsui and Xavier 
Becerra and many others spoke.  This Summit clearly emphasized strategies to increase 
broadband adoption and utilization.  The full plan with much more detail will be 
delivered to the FCC commissioners on March 16th.  For further information, go to the 
FCC Website, www.fcc.gov.  There are three documents on the front page from the 
Digital Inclusion Summit.  A video from the Digital Inclusion Summit is available at 
http://reboot.fcc.gov/live/. 
 
Although there is a common direction to these briefings, they are not identical and the 
details of the plan have yet to be released.  It is not unusual for the FCC to change crucial 
recommendation details right up to the day a recommendation is released.  The final 
recommendation will not be delivered to Congress until March 17th.  At that time, we will 
know what is included in the National Broadband Plan.  This is the beginning.  
Implementing the plan will be the challenge.  
 
OPASTCO wants to provide comprehensive information about the FCC’s National 
Broadband Plan recommendation and what it means for our membership.  Although we 
will not see the final recommendation until it is delivered to Congress, there are enough 
common threads in recent briefings to share the following details: 
 

- A 10-year transition period will allow the USF high-cost fund to transition to a 
new broadband fund, called the Connect America Fund. 

 
- Intercarrier compensation reform will occur during the transition period. 

 
- A separate fund for mobility will be established. 

 



- Rulemaking proceedings will occur during 2010 – 2011, with implementation of 
the new Connect America Fund to begin in 2012, and the transition completed by 
2020. 

 
In addition, OPASTCO is anticipating two years of FCC rulemaking proceedings before 
implementation begins.  Congress may enact legislation during this period or it may 
influence the outcome through hearings, letters to the FCC, or other political means. 
 
I believe the National Broadband Plan will present us with a challenge and an 
opportunity.  And we as an industry must live up to the challenge and seek opportunity 
that benefits our customers and communities.  The next two years will be key to 
influencing federal broadband policy.  This will take a lot of work by all of us. 
 
I invite anyone who wishes to discuss the National Broadband Plan and how OPASTCO 
can meet the needs of its membership to contact me, the OPASTCO board, and the 
OPASTCO staff. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
John N. Rose 
President 
 








